
The Relocation Decision Checklist 

For Single Muslims Considering Moving for Marriage 

 

 

A Gentle Note Before You Begin  

This checklist is not a pass/fail test, and it’s not meant to scare you or 

talk you out of love. If some of your answers are “no”, unclear, or 

uncomfortable, that does not mean your marriage is doomed or that 

relocation is a mistake. What it does mean is that: 

more conversations need to happen 

More clarity needs to be gained 

More honesty is required before a life-altering decision is made 

 

Think of this list as a flashlight, not a verdict. It helps you see what’s 

solid, what’s missing, and what deserves attention before you pack your 

bags. 

Take your time. Pause often. Write honestly. 

 

Bismillah.. 

 

1. Clarity Over Chemistry: Can I describe what my life will look like after 

relocation, not just how our relationship feels right now? If the picture is 

vague, take a moment to rethink things   

 

2. Power Balance Check: After relocation, who will have more social, 

financial, and emotional leverage, and how are we intentionally 

addressing that imbalance?  

 

3. Support System Reality: If I feel lonely, overwhelmed, or stuck, who 

besides my spouse will I realistically lean on in the first year?  

 

4. Career & Financial Continuity: Do I have a realistic path to income, 

career growth, or skill-building within 6–12 months of moving? 

“Eventually” is not a plan.   

 



5. Decision Ownership: If this marriage ended or faced serious strain, 

would I still stand by my decision to relocate, or would I feel I betrayed 

myself?  

 

6. Freedom to Hesitate: Can I express fear, doubt, or need for time 

without being spiritually or emotionally pressured to rush?   

 

7. Sacrifice Symmetry: What sacrifices is my future spouse making that 

are comparable in weight, not just in words?   

 

8. Conflict Forecast: How does this person respond when I am stressed, 

dependent, or vulnerable, not confident and agreeable?   

 

9. Long-Term Exit Safety: If I needed to leave temporarily or 

permanently, would I have financial access, documentation, and support 

to do so safely?  

 

10. Tawakkul or Avoidance: Am I using faith to inform my decision or to 

silence my discomfort?  

 

11. Identity Preservation: What parts of myself am I afraid I might lose, 

and has my spouse shown commitment to protecting them?   

 

12. Final Gut Check: If someone I deeply loved was in my position, would 

I advise them to move, as things stand right now? 

 

 

A Closing Note of Hope 

Relocating for marriage is not foolish. It’s brave. It’s vulnerable. And 

when done with clarity, it can be deeply rewarding. This checklist isn’t 

here to make you fearful, it’s here to help you move with your eyes 

open, your heart steady, and your dignity intact. 

 



The right marriage doesn’t require you to disappear. The right beginning 

doesn’t rely on pressure. And the right partner will welcome these 

questions—not resent them. 

 

Whatever decision you make, may it be rooted in honesty, supported by 

community, and carried with trust in Allah, with wisdom, not haste. 

 

 

Your Friends, 

Hiba & Zaid 

 

 


