Before You Sign the Nikah
A Modern Nikah Validity Checklist

A nikah is not just a wedding, a family gathering, or good intentions. It is a real contract with
clear conditions. This checklist is designed to help you slow down and make sure the foundation
is actually there before moving forward.

1. Bride & Groom

Ask Yourself:

- Am | freely choosing this marriage?

- If my family stepped back completely, would my answer still be yes?
- Am | agreeing from peace or from pressure?

- Is there anything major being hidden from either side?

Pay Attention To:

- Rushed timelines

- Emotional pressure

- Fear of “missing out” on marriage

- Hidden marriages, debt, addiction, or immigration motives

2. Wali
Ask Yourself:
- Is my wali helping this process or controlling it?
- Are objections based on deen or culture?
- Have family tensions actually been addressed honestly?

Pay Attention To:
- Ethnicity based objections
- Status or salary obsession
- Endless delays without clear reasons
- Secret communication because family dynamics feel impossible

3. Mahr
Ask Yourself:
- Was mahr discussed clearly and seriously?
- Do both sides fully understand the agreement?
- Did this conversation feel respectful and mature?
- Was | actually comfortable speaking honestly about it?

Pay Attention To:
“We'll decide later”
- Joke discussions



- Family speaking over the bride
- Pressure to lower or inflate expectations

4. Witnesses
Ask Yourself:
- Are trusted witnesses actually present and aware?
- Is this nikah properly documented?
- Isthis marriage private or secretly hidden?
- Would | feel protected if conflict happened later?

Pay Attention To:
- No documentation
- One person avoiding public acknowledgment
“Let’s keep this between us for now”

5. Proposal & Acceptance
Ask Yourself:
- Was there a clear and direct agreement to marry?
- Does this actually feel like a serious contract?
- Have important expectations and conditions been discussed clearly?
- Are we relying on assumptions instead of clarity?

Pay Attention To:
- Vague agreements
- Endless “halal talking stages”
- Avoiding difficult conversations before nikah

Final Reflection
A nikah can look beautiful on the outside while important things remain unclear underneath.
Before signing, ask yourself: Does this marriage feel honest, intentional, and emotionally safe...

or am | hoping marriage will magically fix what we are already avoiding?

May Allah guide you to the right spouse and make you the coolness of each other’s eyes.



